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Ricardo and E4tech collaborate on “urgently 
needed” UK automotive strategy report 
 
The UK automotive industry needs to define its post Brexit 

strategy to make the best of low carbon propulsion 

technologies – and the recent publication of a report for the 

Automotive Council outlining the key opportunities available 

to the UK provides a clear direction  

 

The report, Low Carbon Automotive Propulsion Technologies: The UK’s capability to 

capitalise upon future technology-led research-to-manufacture supply chain 

opportunities, was published by the Advanced Propulsion Centre UK.  It represents 

the culmination of six months of research carried out in a collaboration with Ricardo 

and E4tech.  

The drive for further significant emissions reductions, as well as the trend towards the 

increasing electrification of vehicle powertrains, is already disrupting incumbent 

supply chains. This is providing opportunities for those automakers and suppliers 

embracing the challenge of technological change, who can benefit from international 

first-mover advantage. The report identifies a range of strategic opportunities that 

align with strong capabilities and latent potential within the UK automotive sector. 

These provide the potential for the UK to build a strong future supply chain position 

given suitable investment in key areas. The identified UK capabilities, needs and 

opportunities are organised into 5 technology themes: Engines; Transmissions, 

driveline and kinetic energy recovery systems; Traction electric machines and power 

electronics; Traction batteries and fuel cells, and; Light-weighting technologies.   
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“The UK automotive industry was already at a crossroads in terms of the external 

environmental, technological and commercial drivers for change,” commented Angela 

Johnson, Ricardo chief engineer, advanced technology development. “In the 

aftermath of the Brexit vote, this report is urgently needed; it will help to inform 

government and industry of the most attractive opportunities that are available to form 

the basis of future UK automotive strategy.” 

“With UK industrial strategy and energy policy now under the same Whitehall 

department, a clear long term view about powertrains is possible for the country’s 

automotive industry,” added E4tech director Adam Chase. “The UK automotive 

industry needs a strategic plan to ensure that it stays ahead in the new era of low 

carbon propulsion – and our report provides a solid basis for that plan.” 

The report, Low Carbon Automotive Propulsion Technologies: The UK’s capability to 

capitalise upon future technology-led research-to-manufacture supply chain 

opportunities, is available for download from the UK Advanced Propulsion Centre web 

site: http://www.apcuk.co.uk/uk-automotive-capability-study/. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

E4tech is an international strategic consultancy focused on sustainable energy. Since 1997 
we have worked with companies, governments, and investors to help them understand the 
global opportunities and challenges of clean energy. We have built a strong track record of 
providing objective and strategic business and policy advice backed up by sound technical 
knowledge. Our clients call on us for support in looking into the future and taking decisions 
under uncertain conditions. We support them through strategy development and business 
planning, market and competitor analysis, due diligence support, and policy analysis and 
development. We underpin this with detailed modelling and assessment work: techno-
economic analyses of energy systems, greenhouse gas and sustainability assessments, and 
supply chain and primary resource evaluation. For more information, visit: www.e4tech.com.  
 
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value 
through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low emission, class-leading 
product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With a century of delivering 
excellence and value through technology, our client list includes the world's major 
transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy 
companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values of 
respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to achieve 
sustainable growth and commercial success. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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